
ORDINANCE NO. 15 

AN ORDINANCE SETTING FORTH POLICIES, PROCEDURES, AND 
REQUIREMENTS FOR FOOD SERVICE ESTABL,ISHMENTS GOVERNlNG 
GREASE TRAPS, GREASE INTERCEPTORS OR OTHER COMPARAB1,E 

DEVICES FOR OILIGREASE REMOVAL, AND TO ESTAB1,ISH 
PROCEDURES REGARDING IMP1.EMENTATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

District Counsel Summary 

This ordi~rarzce adds District Orrlirzance No. 15 settirz~ forth policies, - .  
procedures und reqnirenzerzts for food service estcrblislrments goverizi~ing tlre 
irzstallation, nzairzterzance, and rtse of grease traps, grease i~zterceptors or 
otlzer comnparable devii'es wlzich represent tlze best practicable control 
tech~zology ,for oil/grecrse renzoval, and to establish procedrtres regarding 
imnplenzentation aizd ertf)rcerrtent of tlze regulations set forth in tlzis 
Orrlinan re. 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE SEASIDE COUNTY SANITATION 
DISTRICT DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTlON A. Ordinance No. 15 is added to read as follows: 

Section 1. Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to set forth policies, procedures, and requirements 
for food service establishments goveniiilg the installation, maintenance, and use of grease 
traps, grease interceptors or oilier comparable devices which represent the best 
practicable control technology for oillgrcase removal, and to establish procedures 
regarding iii~plementation and enforceincnt of the regulations set forth in this Ordiiia~ice. 

Section 2. Conflict between these provisions and Uniform Plumbing Code 

In the event of any conflict between the provisioiis of this Ordinance and the 
Uniform Plumbing Code, to the extent tliat the provisions of this Ordinance are more 
restrictive than the Unifonn Plumbing Codc, the provisions of this Ordinance shall 
prevail. In the event tliat the provisions of the Uiiifo~iu Plumbing Code are   no re 
rcstricti\/e than the provisions of tl-iis Ordinance, then the provisiolls of the llnifonn 
Plumbing Code shall prevail. 

Section 3. Definitions. 

(a) "Food sei-vice estahlishrnent" means an establishmelit that prepares andlor 
sells food for coilsumption either on or oTf the premises, including, but not limited to, 
resta~ua~its. sandwich shops, delicatessens, baltcries, cafeterias, markets, bed and 
breakfast inns, motels, hotels, meeting llalls, caterers. retirement and nursing homes or 
e r a s  The tcliii, as used in this Ordinance, docs not rekr  to food stores or 
estal>lisIimc~its that do not 121-cparc iboti on prcinises or process food i l l  a manner so as to 
contribiltc grease to the sewer systoii. 

(b) "Grease interceptor" nicans a device designeil and installctl to separate and 
~rctain ticlcterio~is, hazardous, 01- undesiriiblc matter li.oni noi-inal wastes and to pel-mil 
norilia1 scwagc 01- liquid wastes to iiiscl~;~rge illto tlie disl~osal ter~iiinal by gi-avity. 
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(c) "Grease trap" means a device designed to retain grease from one to a 
maximum of four fixtures. 

(d) "MRWPCA" means the Monterey Regional Water Pollution Control 
Agency. 

(c) " S C S D  and "District" lneans the Seaside County Sanitation District 

Section 4. Requirement for grease trap, grease interceutor, or other device 

(a) A food service establish~nent or any other busi~iess discl~arging grease, oil 
or other similar illaterial shall have an operable grease trap, grease interceptor or other 
comparable device(s) as determined by MRWPCA and SCSD to be an adequate 
substitute for a grease trap or grease interceptor. A properly sized interceptor or trap 
shall be considered first, in c o n f o i ~ ~ ~ i t y  with the sizing chart as detertui~~ed by the 
MRWPCA Regional Grease Program. Should space limitations or other exceptional 
circunlsta~lces prevent their installatio~~, MRWPCA may grant exceptions to the 
requirement of grease traps or grease interceptors in this section. 

(b) All drains from food preparation and clean up areas including, but not 
limited to, pse-wash sinks, floor drains, food waste disposal units, pot and pan sinks, 
s c~~ l l e ry  sinks, and garbage can wash areas shall be connected to such trap or interceptor. 

(e) Sizing Fonuula. The size of a grease trap or grease interceptor shall be as 
determilied by the MRWPCA. Notwithstai~ding the foregoing, grease traps required by 
this Ordiua~ice shall be no smaller than an 80-gallon capacity trap with a 75-gallon per 
minute flow rate. 

(d) Existing grease traps, grease interceptors or similar devices. 
(1) Any food service establishment or other business that, on or after 

July I .  1997, illstalled grease traps, grease interceptors, or other 
grease pre-treatment equipment to comply with the requirements of 
the MRWPCA Regional Grease Progarn, shall not be required to 
upgrade such Equipment. Replacement as stated in tliis Ordinance 
will be required should oiie or a coinbi~iation of the following 
OcCLIr: 

1) I~nproyer maii~tcna~~ce or non lnaintena~~ce of the 
equipment based on inspections by the District. 

ii) Replacement of a non-operational equipment. 
iii) Sewer mainlilie stoppage within 100 feet 

downstream of business sewer lateral location. 
iv) Failure to subillit required annual report. 

( 2 )  Any rood service establishment shall upgrade their grease traps, 
grease interceptors or similal- devices to meet the standards set 
forth in tliis Ordinance upon the cha11ge of o\viiership of the 
busi~iess in which the eq~lip~nent is located, or upon the remodeling 
of the business facility in which the equipment is locatcd. . . 
Remodeling of the business facility not requiring a building pem~it  
shall be exempted kotn the upgrade requirement. 'The remodeling 
shall not be separated into phases for the puryose o r  avoiding t11c 
requircmcnt of a builtling pennit. 
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Section 5. General regulations and procedures 

(a) When waste treatment is required pursuant to this Ordinance, an approved 
grease trap or grease interceptor coinplying with the provision of this Ordinance shall 
be installed iii the waste line leading koin sinks, drains, and other fixtures or 
equipment. 

(b) A plutnhing peniiit shall be obtained from the chief building official of the 
governing jurisdiction prior to the installation of a grease trap or grease interceptor. 

(c) Each trap, interceptor, or coinparable device required by this Ordinance 
shall have an approved volume not less than required by this Ordinance. 

(d) Toilets, lavatories, and other sanitary fixtures shall tiot be coniiected to 
any grcase trap, grease interceptor, or co~nparable device. 

(e) Locatioii of Grease 'Traps, and Grease Interceptors. 
(1) Grease Traps, and Grease Interceptors shall be located outside 

buildings, unless a finding is made by the chief building ofticial 
that the location of the building on tlie site or sotne other aspect of 
tlie use prevents an outside location and that placement within a 
building is not hazardous to public health and safety; 

(2) Grease Traps, and Grease Interceptors shall be located and 
mailitailled at all times so as to prevent the entrance of foreign 
inaterials, shall be easily accessible for cleaning, inspection atid 
removal of intercepted grease, arid shall pose no hazard to public 
health or safety; 

(3) Grease Traps, aiid Grease Interceptors shall be located on private 
property. If this is found to be impossible, tlie owner miist apply 
for approval from the Department of Public Works for all 
encroacliment within the public right-of-way. 

(4) If Grease Traps, aiid Grease Interceptors arc iiot designed in 
accordaiice with Unifomi Pl~i~ilbing Code (UPC) Section 711 
and/or Appendix H, they must be designed by a professional 
engineer, must be consisteiit with the standards of this Ordinance, 
and niust be approved by IMRWPCA. 

(f)  Related Equipment. 
(I)  Grease Traps, and Greasc Interceptors sliall be fitted with a 

standard service access cover or manholes. If maiiholcs are 
req~~ired, it sliall be brought to grade and finished with standard 
nlanliolc cover and ring; 

(g) All discl~argiiig fixtures sllall bc individually trapped and vented in 
accordance with tlie UPC. 

(11) Grease Traps, aiid Grease Interceptors shall be constructed of durable 
materials aiid shall liavc a f~tll-size gas-tight cover which can easily be removed. 

(i) Grease Traps, and Grease Interceptors shall not be installed until the type 
andlor model has been subjected lo, and has fiilly co~nplied with, tests acceptable to 
the District. Where an existing grcase trap or grease interceptor is foiinti acceptable 
by the District, such ecjuipincnt will he allowed to i-cniain 111 usc. Whencver a greasc 
trap or grcase intci-ccptoi- does not coinply wit11 the provisions of this Ortlinancc, thc 
District shall rcclnii-c corrective rneasiit-cs. 

6 )  Prohibited antilor Restl-ictcd Equipiiient. 
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(1) The installation and use of garbage grinders (disposals) in 
commercial-food establishments is prohibited, except where a 
1000 gallon-plus interceptor is in use; 

(2) The connection of high-temperaturelhigh-flow dishwashers to a 
grease trap is prohibited; 

(3) The use of enzymes or bacterial cultures designed to disperse 
grease is proliibited unless specifically approved in writing by the 
Monterey County Health Department and the MRWPCA. 

(k) Maintenance. 
(1) Traps and interceptors shall be maintained in efficient operating 

condition by periodic removal of the accu~nulated grease. No 
collected grease shall be introduced into any public or private 
drainage piping. 

(2) Any grease trap or grease interceptor required by this Ordinance 
shall be readily accessible for inspectioli and properly maintained 
to assme that accumulations of grease or oil do not inipair its 
efficiency or transport grease or oil into the sewer system. 

(3) All food servicc establishments or businesses required under this 
Ordinance to i~istall arid maintain a grease trap or grease 
interceptor shall maintain a maintenance record for the grease trap 
or grease interceptor, which shall be tra~ismitted to the Seaside 
County Sanitation District on an a~inual basis. This record sliall 
i~iclude the date, the name of the person who perfomled the 
clea~iing, and the disposal site of tlic waste. The record shall be 
posted in a colispicuous location axid be available for review by the 
District's inspector at each routine illspection and at such othcr 
time as necessary for the District to deterniine whether a particular 
estal?lishnient may be perfortiling rnaintenancc contrary to the 
provisions of this Ordiliancc. 

(4) The District or its dcsignee may perform grease trap and grease 
intcrceptol. inspections bi-annually, or liiorc often at the disc re ti or^ 
of the District should maintenance reports not be rcceivcd or 
should a grease trap or grease interceptor fail to operate properly as 
indicated by a mainline stoppage within 100 feet downstream of 
said business. 

(5) In tlie evelit the District detcr~ni~les that a food servicc 
cstablishlncnt or business rcquired to install and maintain a grcase 
trap either fails to maiiitain the maintenance record required by tliis 
section, or fails to maintain tlie grcasc trap as required by tliis 
section, the District may require thc immediate installatioli of a 
grcase interceptor. 

(1) Suspension or Te~minatioli of Health Pemiit. The District shall have the 
discretion to request the Monterey Coulity Health Department (the District's 
health oficer) to tcniiinatc or cause to be tcr~iiinated the hcalth permit of any user 
if a violation of any provision of this Ordinance is found to cause a condition of 
contamination. pollution, nuisance. 01- othcr thl-cat to public health or safety. 
(m)  Request tor Ruling. I f  an applicant fix a permit or tlic ownel- of a yrcasc 
trap or grcasc i11tcrcepto1- disputcs tile intcrprctation or npplicatiot~ of tliis 
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Ordinance, heishe may request a written ruling by the District Manager. The 
decision of the District Manager shall be final for all purposes. 

Section 6. Severabilitv. 

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Board of Directors that the sections, 
sentences, clauses and phrases of this ordinance are severable, and if any section, 
sentence, clause or phrase is held to be unconstitutional by valid judgment or decree of 
any court of competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality shall not affect the 
reiilaining sections, sentences, clauses or phrases of this ordinance. 

Section 7. Effective Date and Publication. 

Tllis Ordinance shall be published once after its passage and adoption in a 
newspaper of general eirculatio~l and shall be in force and take effect thirty (30) days 
from and after its passage and adoption. 

SECTION B. 

INTRODUCED at a regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Seaside 
County Sanitatio~l Distrlct duly held on the 12"' of October , 2004 and 
subsequently, PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Board of Directors 
of the Seaside County Sanitation District duly held on the gth of November , 2004 
by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 
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/r : cc&("c..s/ ; A47 ...... 
D ~ V I D  P E N D E R G ~ & @ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  Board of Directors 

Attest: 

JERRY C. SMITH, 2'Id Vice Chair 

Approved as to fonn: . 


